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MODEL STATE EMERGENCY HEALTH POWERS ACT 

1. Other conditions and principles to consider (taken from the Model State 

Emergency Health Powers Act-As of December 21, 2001): 

a. Isolated individuals must be confined separately from quarantined 

individuals. 

b. The health status of isolated and quarantined individuals must be monitored 

regularly to determine if they require isolation or quarantine. 

c. If a quarantined individual becomes infected or has reason to believe they 

may become infected with a contagious disease or possibly contagious 

disease, the individual must immediately be transferred to isolation. (See # 6 

of this section)  

d. Isolated and quarantined individuals must immediately be released when 

they pose no substantial risk of transmitting a contagious or possibly 

contagious disease to others. 

e. Shelters or premises used for isolation and quarantine shall be maintained in a 

safe and hygienic manner and be designed to minimize the likelihood of 

further transmission of infection or other harm to persons isolated and 

quarantined. 

2.  When individuals under quarantine orders require medical care, the medical 

control and receiving treatment center will be responsible for ensure isolation 

procedures are followed.  (See #5c of this section) 

 

OHIO REVISED CODE  

 

1.  Authority of the health commissioner 

3707.34. Authority of health commissioner regarding quarantine and isolation 

provisions. (2004) 

(A)  The health commissioner appointed by a board of health of a general or city 

health district may act on behalf of the board in administering the provision of 

sections 3707.04 to 3707.32 of the Revised Code regarding quarantine and 

isolation if the commissioner acts pursuant to a policy the board adopts as 

described in division (B) of this section and either of the following applies: 

(1) Circumstances render a meeting of the board impractical or impossible 

(2) Delaying action until a meeting of the board compromises the public 

health 

(B)  Each board of health shall adopt a policy, subject to the approval of the 

district advisory council or city council for city health districts not governed by an 

advisory council, specifying the actions that a health commissioner may take 

pursuant to this section. Any action a health commissioner takes in accordance 

with the board's policy is deemed an action taken by the board unless the 

board votes to nullify the commissioner's action. 
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3707.07. Complaint concerning prevalence of disease; inspection by health 

commissioner  (1953) 

When complaint is made or a reasonable belief exists that an infectious or 

contagious disease prevails in a house or other locality which has not been 

reported as provided in section 3707.06 of the Revised Code, the board of 

health of a city or general health district shall cause such house or locality to be 

inspected by its health commissioner, and on discovering that such disease 

exists, the board may send the person diseased to a hospital or other place 

provided for such person, or may restrain him and others exposed within such 

house or locality from intercourse with other persons, and prohibit ingress and 

egress to or from such premises. 

 

2.  Schools and public gatherings 

3707.26. Board shall inspect schools and may close them (2006) 

Semiannually, and oftener if in its judgment necessary, the board of health of a 

city or general health district shall inspect the sanitary condition of all schools 

and school buildings within its jurisdiction, and may disinfect any school building. 

During an epidemic or threatened epidemic, or when a dangerous 

communicable disease is unusually prevalent, the board may close any school 

and prohibit public gatherings for such time as is necessary. 

 

3.  Enforcement 

3701.56. Enforcement of rules and regulations.   (2004) 

Boards of health of a general or city health district, health authorities and 

officials, officers of state institutions, police officers, sheriffs, constables, and other 

officers and employees of the state or any county, city, or township, shall enforce 

quarantine and isolation orders, and the rules the department of health adopts. 

3701.352. Violation of rule or order prohibited    (2004) 

No person shall violate any rule the director of health, or department of health 

adopts or any order the director or department of health issues under this 

chapter to prevent a threat to the public caused by a pandemic, epidemic, or 

bioterrorism event. 

 

4. Quarantine/placarding 

3707.08. Isolation of persons exposed to communicable disease; placarding of 

premises  (1953) 

When a person known to have been exposed to a communicable disease 

declared quarantinable by the board of health of a city or general health district 

or the department of health is reported within its jurisdiction, the board shall at 

once restrict such person to his place of residence or other suitable place, 

prohibit entrance to or exit from such place without the board's written 

permission in such manner as to prevent effective contact with individuals not so 
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exposed, and enforce such restrictive measures as are prescribed by the 

department. 

When a person has, or is suspected of having, a communicable disease for 

which isolation is required by the board or the department, the board shall at 

once cause such person to be separated from susceptible persons in such 

places and under such circumstances as will prevent the conveyance of the 

infectious agents to susceptible persons, prohibit entrance to or exit from such 

places without the board's written permission, and enforce such restrictive 

measures as are prescribed by the department. 

When persons have, or are exposed to, a communicable disease for which 

placarding of premises is required by the board or the department the board 

shall at once place in a conspicuous position on the premises where such a 

person is isolated or quarantined a placard having printed on it, in large letters, 

the name of the disease. No person shall remove, mar, deface, or destroy such 

placard, which shall remain in place until after the persons restricted have been 

released from isolation or quarantine.  

Physicians attending a person affected with a communicable disease shall use 

such precautionary measures to prevent its spread as are required by the board 

or the department.  

No person isolated or quarantined by a board shall leave the premises to which 

he has been restricted without the written permission of such board until released 

from isolation or quarantine by it in accordance with the rules and regulations of 

the department. 

3707.09. Board may employ quarantine guards.  (1953) 

The board of health of a city or general health district may employ as many 

persons as are necessary to execute its orders and properly guard any house or 

place containing any person affected with or exposed to a communicable 

disease declared quarantinable by the board or the department of health. The 

persons employed shall be sworn in as quarantine guards, shall have police 

powers, and may use all necessary means to enforce sections 3707.01 to 3707.53, 

inclusive, of the Revised Code, for the prevention of contagious or infectious 

disease, or the orders of any board made in pursuance thereof. 

3707.14. Maintenance of persons confined in quarantined house.   (1953) 

When a house or other place is quarantined because of contagious diseases, 

the board of health of the city or general health district shall provide, for all 

persons confined in such house or place, food, fuel, and all other necessaries of 

life, including medical attendance, medicine, and nurses when necessary. The 

expenses so incurred, except those for disinfection, quarantine, or other 

measures strictly for the protection of the public health, when properly certified 

by the president and clerk of the board, or health commissioner if there is no 

board, shall be paid by the persons quarantined, when able to make such 

payment, and when not, by the municipal corporation or township in which 

quarantined. 
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3707.16. Attendance at gatherings by quarantined person prohibited.  (1953) 

No person isolated or quarantined for a communicable disease declared by the 

board of health of a city or general health district or the department of health to 

require isolation or quarantine shall attend any public, private, or parochial 

school or college, Sunday school, church, or any other public gathering, until 

released from isolation or quarantine by the board. All school principals, Sunday 

school superintendents, or other persons in charge of such schools or other 

gatherings shall exclude any such person until he presents a written permit of the 

board to attend. 

3707.18 Expense of quarantining county public institution.  (1953) 

The expenses for quarantining a county home or other county public institution 

shall be paid by the county when properly certified by the president and clerk of 

the board of health, or health commissioner where there is no board, of the city 

or general health district in which such institution is located.  

 

 

5. Physician and medical offices/facilities 

3707.06. Notice to be given of prevalence of infectious diseases.  (2004) 

(A) Each physician or other person called to attend a person suffering from 

cholera, plague, yellow fever, typhus fever, diphtheria, typhoid fever, or any 

other disease dangerous to the public health, or required by the department of 

health to be reported, shall report to the health commissioner within whose 

jurisdiction the sick person is found the name, age, sex, and color of the patient, 

and the house and place in which the sick person may be found. In like manner, 

the owner or agent of the owner of a building in which a person resides who has 

any of the listed diseases, or in which are the remains of a person having died of 

any of the listed diseases, and the head of the family, immediately after 

becoming aware of the fact, shall give notice thereof to the health 

commissioner. 

(B) No person shall fail to comply with the reporting requirements of division 

(A) of this section. 

(C) Information reported under this section that is protected health 

information pursuant to section 3701.17 of the Revised Code shall be released 

only in accordance with that section. Information that does not identify an 

individual may be released in summary, statistical, or aggregate form. 

 

6. Establishments of alternate care sites 

3707.31. Establishment of quarantine hospital.  (1953) 

A municipal corporation may establish a quarantine hospital within or without its 

limits. If without its limits, the consent of the municipal corporation or township 

within which it is proposed to establish such hospital shall first be obtained, but 

such consent shall not be necessary if the hospital is more than eight hundred 
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feet from any occupied house or public highway. When great emergency exists, 

the board of health of a city or general health district may seize, occupy, and 

temporarily use for a quarantine hospital a suitable vacant house or building 

within its jurisdiction. The board of a district within which is located a municipal 

corporation having a quarantine hospital shall have exclusive control of such 

hospital. 

 

3707.32. Erection of temporary buildings by board; destruction of property.  (1953) 

The board of health of a city or general health district may erect temporary 

wooden buildings or field hospitals necessary for the isolation or protection of 

persons or freight supposed to be infected, and may employ nurses, physicians, 

and laborers sufficient to operate them, and sufficient police to guard them. 

Such board may cause the disinfection, renovation, or destruction of bedding, 

clothing, or other property belonging to corporations or individuals when such 

action is deemed necessary by the board or a reasonable precaution against 

the spread of contagious or infectious diseases. 

 

7. Persons who reside in an institutional setting 

3707.20. Admission of person suffering from a contagious or infectious disease to 

certain institutions.  (1994) 

No person, who is suffering from a contagious or infectious disease or who has 

been exposed to a contagious or infectious disease, may be sent or admitted to 

a prison, jail, workhouse, infirmary, children's home, state hospital or institution for 

the blind, the mentally ill, or persons with intellectual disabilities, or a school for 

the blind or deaf, or other state or county benevolent institution without first 

making known the facts concerning the illness or exposure to the superintendent 

or other person in charge thereof. When a dangerous, contagious, or infectious 

disease is in a jail or prison and a prisoner in the jail or prison exposed to the 

disease is sentenced to a state correctional institution, the prisoner shall be 

confined and isolated in the jail or prison or other proper place, upon the order 

of the proper court, for any time that is necessary to establish the fact that he 

has not contracted the disease 

3707.21. Disease in public institution – temporary building.  (1994) 

When cholera, yellow fever, diphtheria, scarlet fever, or other dangerous, 

contagious, or infectious disease appears in any state, county, or municipal 

benevolent or correctional institution, the superintendent or manager of the 

institution shall at once isolate the persons so affected and enforce sections 

3707.01 to 3707.53 of the Revised Code, for the prevention of contagious 

diseases, and the rules and orders of the department of health to that effect. 

The trustees or managers of any benevolent or correctional institution may erect 

any necessary temporary building for the reception of the affected persons or 

for the detention of persons exposed to the listed diseases and may remove the 

persons to, and confine them in, the building. 
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3707.22. Removal of affected or exposed persons from public institution to 

hospital   (1953) 

The trustees or managers of any institution mentioned in section 3707.21 of the 

Revised Code may contract for the care, treatment, or detention of any persons 

affected with or exposed to any disease mentioned in such section with any 

corporation having a hospital or other proper place for the isolation or care of 

persons suffering from or exposed to contagious disease, and may remove such 

persons to such hospital or place. In the case of persons detained in an institution 

as punishment for a crime, an order for such removal shall be obtained from the 

court which imposed the punishment. In an order for such removal, the court 

may require such provisions to be made for safely guarding the prisoner while in 

such hospital or place as it deems necessary. 

 

8. Transportation 

3707.04. Quarantine regulations  (1953) 

In time of epidemic or threatened epidemic, or when a dangerous 

communicable disease is unusually prevalent, the board of health of a city or 

general health district, after a personal investigation by its members or executive 

officer to establish the facts in the case, and not otherwise, may impose a 

quarantine on vessels, railroads, or other public or private vehicles conveying 

persons, baggage, or freight, or used for such purpose. The board may make 

and enforce such rules and regulations as are wise and necessary for the 

protection of the health of the people of the community or state, but the running 

of any train or car on any steam or electric railroad, or of steamboats, vessels, or 

other public conveyances shall not be prohibited. 

A true copy of such quarantine rules and regulations shall be immediately 

furnished by such board to the department of health, and thereafter no change 

shall be made except by the order of the department or the board to meet a 

new and sudden emergency.  

3707.05. Board must secure approval of department of health in certain cases.  
(1953) 

The board of health of a city or general health district shall not close public 

highways or prohibit travel thereon, interfere with public officers not afflicted with 

or directly exposed to a contagious or infectious disease, in the discharge of their 

official duties, or establish a quarantine of one municipal corporation or township 

against another municipal corporation or township, as such, without permission 

first obtained from the department of health and under regulations established 

by the department. 

3707.25. Application of quarantine rules to persons and goods on vehicles of 

transportation.   (1953) 

Rules and regulations passed by a board of health of a city or general health 

district or health commissioner shall apply to all persons, goods, or effects arriving 

by railroad, steamboat, or other vehicle of transportation, after quarantine is 

declared. 
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3707.23. Examination of common carriers by board during quarantine.  (1953) 

When a quarantine is declared, all railroads, steamboats, or other common 

carriers, and the owners, consignees, or assignees of any railroad, steamboat, or 

other vehicle used for the transportation of passengers, baggage, or freight, shall 

submit to any rules or regulations imposed and any examination required by a 

board of health of a city or general health district or health commissioner. They 

shall submit to any examination required by the health authorities respecting any 

circumstances or event touching the health of the crew, operatives, or 

passengers and the sanitary condition of the baggage and freight. 

 

9. Deceased 

3707.19. Disposal of body of person who died of communicable disease  (1953) 

The body of a person who has died of a communicable disease declared by the 

department of health to require immediate disposal for the protection of others 

shall be buried or cremated within twenty-four hours after death. No public or 

church funeral shall be held in connection with the burial of such person, and the 

body shall not be taken into any church, chapel, or other public place. Only 

adult members of the immediate family of the deceased and such other persons 

as are actually necessary may be present at the burial or cremation. 

 

10. Misc. Quarantine 

3707.17. Quarantine in place other than that of legal settlement.  (1953) 

When a person with a contagious disease, quarantined in a county by a city or 

general health district, has a legal settlement in a municipal corporation or 

township within the same county but other than that in which quarantined, or 

has a legal settlement in another county of the state, and such person is unable 

to pay the expenses of the service provided under section 3707.14 of the Revised 

Code, the city or general health district rendering such service shall notify in 

writing the proper officials of the municipal corporation or township of legal 

settlement or the board of county commissioners of the county of legal 

settlement if such legal settlement is in another county that such services are 

being rendered. Such notice shall be sent within three days if the fact of non-

residence is disclosed upon the beginning of such service or admission to a 

hospital or other institution of quarantine or within three days after the discovery 

of such fact if it is not so disclosed. Within twenty days after the discharge of such 

quarantined person, the health commissioner of the city or general health district 

shall send a notice of such discharge and a sworn statement of the expenses, 

either actual or at the established rate of the hospital or other institution of 

quarantine, to the proper officials of the municipal corporation or township of 

legal settlement or the board of county commissioners of the county of legal 

settlement if such legal settlement is in another county. Thereupon the Municipal 

Corporation or township of legal settlement or county of legal settlement if such 

legal settlement is in another county shall be liable to the city or general health 

district rendering such service, and shall pay for it within thirty days after date of 

the sworn statement of expenses. If the notice of the rendering of such service, 
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required to be sent by the health commissioner, is not sent within three days after 

the disclosure by the person quarantined or the discovery of such non-residence, 

the municipal corporation or township of legal settlement or the county of legal 

settlement if such legal settlement is in another county shall be liable only after 

receipt of such notice. 

This section does not prevent the removal of such quarantined person by the 

Municipal Corporation, township, or county of legal settlement, at its expense, 

but such removal shall not relieve the Municipal Corporation, township, or county 

of legal settlement for the expenses previously incurred by the city or general 

health district in which such person has been quarantined. Any such person who 

does not, upon discharge, pay the expenses of such quarantine shall be 

deemed indigent insofar as the city or general health district is concerned. The 

Municipal Corporation, township, or county of legal settlement is hereby 

subrogated to all the rights of the city or general health district in which such 

service was rendered. 

3707.18 Expense of quarantining county public institution.  (1953) 

The expenses for quarantining a county home or other county public institution 

shall be paid by the county when properly certified by the president and clerk of 

the board of health, or health commissioner where there is no board, of the city 

or general health district in which such institution is located.  

3707.10 Disinfection of house in which there has been a contagious disease.  
(1981) 

When a person affected with yellow fever, typhus fever, or diphtheria has 

recovered and is no longer liable to communicate the disease to others, or has 

died, the attending physician shall furnish a certificate of the recovery or death 

to the board of health of the city or general health district. As soon thereafter as 

the board considers it advisable, its health commissioner shall thoroughly 

disinfect and purify the house and contents of the house in which the affected 

person has been ill or has died, in accordance with the rules adopted by the 

department of health.  

3707.12 Destruction of infected property.  (1981) 

The board of health of a city or general health district may destroy any infected 

clothing, bedding, or other article that cannot be made safe by disinfection, 

and shall furnish to the owner of the articles a receipt, of which the board shall 

keep a complete and accurate copy, for articles so destroyed. The receipt shall 

show the number, character, condition, and estimated value of the articles 

destroyed. When a building, hut, or other structure has become infected with a 

dangerous communicable disease, and cannot, in the opinion of the board, be 

made safe by disinfection, the board may have the building, hut, or other 

structure appraised and destroyed.  

3707.13 Compensation for property destroyed.  (1953) 

The legislative authority of the municipal corporation, upon the presentation of 

the original receipt or written statement of the appraisers for articles or houses 

destroyed pursuant to section 3707.12 of the Revised Code, shall pay to the 

owner thereof, or other person authorized by him to receive such payment, the 

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3707.12
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estimated value of such destroyed articles, or such sum as the legislative 

authority deems just compensation therefor. If the owner is not satisfied with the 

amount so allowed he may sue for the value of such destroyed articles.  

955.26.  Rabies quarantine.  (2013) 

Whenever, in the judgment of the director of health, any city or general health 

district board of health, or persons performing the duties of a board of health, 

rabies is prevalent, the director of health, the board, or those persons shall 

declare a quarantine of all dogs in the health district or in a part of it. During the 

quarantine, the owner, keeper, or harborer of any dog shall keep it confined on 

the premises of the owner, keeper, or harborer, or in a pound , kennel, or other 

suitable place, at the expense of the owner, keeper, or harborer, except that a 

dog may be permitted to leave the premises of its owner, keeper, or harborer if it 

is under leash or under the control of a responsible person. The quarantine order 

shall be considered an emergency and need not be published.  

When the quarantine has been declared, the director of health, the board, or 

those persons may require vaccination for rabies of all dogs within the health 

district or part of it. Proof of rabies vaccination within a satisfactory period shall 

be demonstrated to the county auditor before any registration is issued under 

section 955.01 of the Revised Code for any dog that is required to be 

vaccinated.  

The director shall determine appropriate methods of rabies vaccination and 

satisfactory periods for purposes of quarantines under this section. 

When a quarantine of dogs has been declared in any health district or part of a 

health district, the county dog warden and all other persons having the authority 

of police officers shall assist the health authorities in enforcing the quarantine 

order.  When rabies vaccination has been declared compulsory in any health 

district or part of a health district, the dog warden shall assist the health 

authorities in enforcing the vaccination order. 

 Notwithstanding this section, a city or general health district board of health 

may make orders pursuant to sections 3709.20 and 3709.21 of the Revised Code 

requiring the vaccination of dogs. 

955.39. Prohibition against violating a rabies quarantine.  (1953) 

No person shall violate a rabies quarantine order issued under section 955.26 of 

the Revised Code. 

 

11. Adulterated Consumer Product 

3715.74 Governor may declare public health state of emergency as to 

adulterated consumer product.  (1994) 

(A) As used in this section:  

(1) "Adulterated" means adulterated as determined under section 3715.59 or 

3715.63 of the Revised Code.  

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/955.26
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(2) "Consumer product" means any food or drink that is consumed by humans 

and any medicine, including a prescription drug, that is consumed or used by 

humans.  

(3) "Retailer" means a place of business that offers consumer products for sale to 

the general public.  

(B)  

(1) Except as provided in division (C) of this section, if the governor has a 

reasonable basis to believe that one or more units of a consumer product have 

been adulterated and that further sale or use of the consumer product presents 

a threat to the public health and safety, the governor may declare a public 

health state of emergency and make any of the following executive public 

health state of emergency orders:  

(a) That all units of the consumer product be removed from public display by all 

retailers;  

(b) That no units of the consumer product be sold or offered for sale during the 

public health state of emergency;  

(c) That any retailer possessing units of the consumer product segregate these 

units from other merchandise and hold them or a portion of them for disposition 

by designated law enforcement officers or officials of the department of 

agriculture, the department of health, or the state board of pharmacy;  

(d) Any other limitations, controls, or prohibitions that the governor considers 

necessary regarding the manufacture, importation, sale, or transportation of the 

consumer product.  

(2) The governor may amend or rescind any order issued under division (B)(1) of 

this section.  

(C) If the particular type of consumer product referred to in division (B)(1) of this 

section is one that falls within the jurisdiction of the department of agriculture, the 

department of health, or the state board of pharmacy, the governor shall not 

declare a public health state of emergency pursuant to that division unless 

requested to do so by the department or board that regulates the consumer 

product. If the governor grants the request, the department or board that made 

the request shall enforce the provisions of this section.  

(D) A public health state of emergency declared under this section shall exist for 

not more than sixty days unless extended by the governor for an additional thirty-

day period, at which time the public health state of emergency shall end unless 

it is extended by a concurrent resolution adopted by both houses of the general 

assembly. An amendment to an executive public health state of emergency 

order shall not be considered a new order.  
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(E) Any executive public health state of emergency order or amended 

executive public health state of emergency order issued under this section shall 

be disseminated promptly by means that bring the order to the attention of the 

general public. The governor promptly shall file the order with the secretary of 

state, the department of agriculture, the department of health, and the state 

board of pharmacy.  

(F) The state is not liable for removal, or for the costs of removal, of consumer 

products from public display in connection with an executive public health state 

of emergency order issued under division (B)(1)(a) of this section. Neither the 

state nor an agent of the state acting pursuant to a public health state of 

emergency is liable for any damages or loss incurred because of any action 

pursuant to an executive public health state of emergency order of that type.  

(G) No person shall knowingly violate an executive public health state of 

emergency order issued by the governor under this section. Whoever violates an 

executive public health state of emergency order is subject to a fine of not less 

than five hundred dollars. Each day a violation continues is a separate offense.  

(H) The attorney general, at the direction of the governor or upon request of the 

director of agriculture, the director of health, the state board of pharmacy, or a 

prosecuting attorney may commence an action in a court of common pleas to 

enjoin a violation of an executive public health state of emergency order issued 

pursuant to this section or to compel a person to perform a duty imposed by an 

executive public health state of emergency order.  
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